Clarification of the Measuring Process
(for dogs measured on or after 9-1-06)
Volunteer Measuring Officials (VMOs), Reps and Trial Secretaries are the ones that oversee and manage the task of getting dogs measured, and recorded as being measured at trials.  Understanding how to record, read, organize and use white permanent height cards or yellow height card form(s) for dogs 2 years old and older and yellow temporary height card form(s) for dogs less than 2 years old is an important and necessary part of every agility trial.  At any single trial or set of trials it is the FIRST measurement only that will determine the dog’s height for that trial or set of trials.  For all subsequent trials, whether closed or not, it is the most recent date and time measurement that will determine in which height the dog is jumping.  Trial secretaries must honor a request to move to the correct height when it’s presented according to these guidelines.
There is no way to know for sure if official measuring will be taking place at a trial.  Therefore, any dog that would require measuring if a VMO/Rep is available should be placed on the measuring list.  That means that trial secretaries should not enter any height card information into their databases for a dog that is 2 yrs. old or older unless it is from the small white permanent printed card that has been issued by AKC or unless they have submitted 2 yellow forms showing the dog in the same jump height and dated on or after 9-1-06.  That will ensure that all dogs that need a measurement toward their permanent card will be placed on the measurement list.

If a yellow height card form is submitted with an entry for a dog that is 15 months up to 2 years of age, this information may be entered in the trial secretary’s database but must be marked to expire on the dog’s second birthday.

If it is discovered that official measuring will not be taking place, then dogs that have a single yellow form may be checked off as measured for that trial.  All dogs except those in the 24” or 26” class or that have no yellow form(s) to present will be required to be measured by the judge of record.

Temporary Cards (yellow forms only) for dogs 15 months up to 2 years
Dogs that are between 15 months and 2 years of age are issued a temporary form that expires on their second birthday.  This temporary form is the yellow copy of the height card form which is given to the owner by the VMO/Rep at the time that the measurement is done.  Prior to September 1st, 2006 dogs were measured and a temporary card was printed and mailed from the AKC office.  That process has now changed.  The VMO/Rep is still going to mail in to the AKC the white copy of the height card form but the dog’s temporary card will be the yellow copy of the height card form which is filled out by the exhibitor and VMO/Rep, not the small white printed card mailed out from the AKC office.  The dog’s height is recorded at the AKC office and used to verify that dogs are entered in the proper height, but until a dog is 2 years old and official measurement(s) completed for its permanent card, no small white height card will be printed and mailed to the owner from the AKC office.
Only one official measurement is required between 15 months and 2 years of age.  However, dogs are still allowed one challenge measurement to this single measurement, by a different VMO/Rep than the one that did their original measurement.  If a Challenge measurement is done, this subsequent measurement becomes the dog’s height until they turn 2 years of age.
If a dog is under 2 years of age but measures over 22” the owner may request that a permanent card be issued and waive the requirement for additional measurement on or after the dog’s second birthday.  This is done by writing “Issue permanent card” on the height card form and having the owner sign the form.
All dogs are required to be officially measured by a VMO/Rep, if one is present at the trial and they do not have a temporary height card.    Depending on the VMO or Rep’s schedule, it may be necessary for them to measure dogs after they have already run that day.  The VMO/Rep will work with and consult with the judge of record to assure that all dogs needing measurement are measured prior to their first run.  In some cases it will be necessary that the judge of record measure dogs before they run.  If the judge of record is doing the measuring of dogs before they run, dogs in the 24” and 26” classes do not need to be measured.  However the 24” and 26” dogs must be measured, along with any others that the judge of record measured at some time on that day by a VMO\Rep.
When dogs entered in the Regular classes are measured by the judge of record before their first run, and measure into a height higher than what they are entered in, then they must be moved up to the proper height immediately.  If the dog in the Regular classes measures lower than the class they are entered in, the dog shall remain in the class they are entered in.  In this case, dogs that are entered in the Preferred classes, must have their entry adjusted if necessary, to place them into their proper height, irregardless of whether that move is up or down in height.

Armbands must be withheld and not released until proof of measurement is presented either by receipt of a copy of the yellow form with a dog’s entry or by presenting a yellow form, or a copy of the yellow form at the trial.  This will assure that all dogs that need measuring are complying with this requirement.  Handlers are required to have their armband sticker on, in order to be allowed to run.  Dogs that run without being measured will have any qualifying legs removed.

All measurements must be from separate individuals for any given dog during this time period.

Regular Classes - If the official measurement or challenge measurement is done by the VMO/Rep before the dog runs, and the height measured would place the dog in a height higher than they are entered in, then the dog will move up to the required height class for that day and for all subsequent trials.  If the official measurement would place the dog in a height lower than the height entered, the dog will remain in the height entered for that trial or cluster of trials and will only be allowed to move down for trials which have not reached their closing date.
If the official measurement or challenge measurement is done after the dog has run and the measured height places the dog in a height higher than they are entered in, then the dog will move up to the required height for the next trial (day) they are entered, and for all subsequent trials even if they are closed.  If the official measurement is done after the dog has run, and the height would place the dog in a lower height than entered, then the dog will move down in height only for trials that have not reached their closing date. 
Preferred Classes - If the official measurement or challenge measurement is done by the VMO/Rep before the dog runs, and the height measured would place the dog in a height higher or lower than they are entered in, then the dog will move to the required height class for that day and for all subsequent trials.
If the official measurement or challenge measurement is done after the dog has run and the measured height places the dog in a height higher or lower than they are entered in, then the dog will move to the required height for the next trial (day) they are entered, and for all subsequent trials even if they are closed.
NOTE:  If a measurement for a Preferred dog is done after it has run 1 or more runs, the form must be dated for the day it will take effect, which is the following day.  This will prevent the dog from losing any qualifying legs due to a change in their height class, since Preferred dogs must run in their measured height and may not jump in a higher or lower height. Example – Dog is measured on Saturday after they have run and measures down a jump height.  The form must be dated for Sunday and they must move to the proper height for Sunday.
Permanent Cards (white printed cards) for dogs 2 years and older
On or after a dog is 2 years old, they must be measured for a permanent height card at their first opportunity.  It is only required that a dog be measured one time at any trial or cluster of trials.  If there is more than one VMO/Rep measuring at a set of trials, it is at the owner’s discretion if they would like to get more than one measurement on that day or any contiguous days.  They may not choose to whom they present their dog for that first measurement of the day but must follow the measuring schedule set up by the club and VMO or Rep.
Owners may request a permanent card after only 1 measurement if the dog measures over 22” tall.  The owner will sign the height card form after “Issue permanent card” is written on it.

As has been the policy prior to 9-1-06, if a VMO/Rep says that they are measuring all dogs before their first run of the day; then it is required that all dogs get measured before they run if they do not have a permanent height card.  The exception to this would be if the owner can show 2 yellow height card forms showing the dog in the same jump height or 3 yellow height card forms showing the dog in 2 different jump heights.  If the VMO/Rep states that they will be measuring dogs only at specific times, but not necessarily before their first run, then the judge of record must measure any dogs before they run that have no yellow form(s) or that are not in the 24” or 26” height class.  After being measured by the judge of record the dogs must be moved up or down according to the Agility Regulations.
Regular Classes - If the official measurement is done by the VMO/Rep before the dog runs, and the height measured would place the dog in a height higher than they are entered in, then the dog will move up to the required height class for that day and for all subsequent trials.  If the official measurement would place the dog in a height lower than the height entered, the dog will remain in the height entered for that trial or cluster of trials and will only be allowed to move down for trials which have not reached their closing date.
If the official measurement is done after the dog has run and the measured height places the dog in a height higher than they are entered in, then the dog will move up to the required height for the next trial (day) they are entered, and for all subsequent trials even if they are closed.  If the official measurement is done after the dog has run, and the height would place the dog in a lower height than entered, then the dog will move down in height only for trials that have not reached their closing date. 

Preferred Classes - If the official measurement is done by the VMO/Rep before the dog runs, and the height measured would place the dog in a height higher than they are entered in, then the dog will move up to the required height class for that day and for all subsequent trials.  If the official measurement would place the dog in a height lower than the height entered, the dog will be moved down in height for that trial or cluster of trials and will be allowed to move up or down for trials which have not reached their closing date.
NOTE:  If a measurement for a Preferred dog is done after it has run 1 or more runs, the form must be dated for the day it will take effect, which is the following day.  This will prevent the dog from losing any qualifying legs due to a change in their height class, since Preferred dogs must run in their measured height and may not jump in a higher or lower height. Example – Dog is measured on Saturday after they have run and measures down a jump height.  The form must be dated for Sunday and they must move to the proper height for Sunday.

Armbands must be withheld for all dogs that have not enclosed with their entry form either a permanent card, 2 yellow forms that show the dog in the same jump height or 3 yellow forms showing the dog in 2 different jump heights;  all forms must be dated after 9-1-06.

All measurements must be from separate individuals for any given dog after the dog turns 2 years of age.  Thus, one of the measurements may be done by a VMO/Rep that measured the dog prior to its second birthday.
Overview for Temporary Cards – Dogs 15 months to less than 2 years
· Only 1 measurement needed for a temporary card (which is the yellow form)
· Copy of the yellow form can be sent in with entries (expires on dog’s 2nd birthday)

· 1 challenge measurement is allowed for dogs between 15 months and 2 years

· Challenge height will be the one the dog will be assigned

· Yellow form is the temporary height card and is what is to be used by the exhibitor
· No temporary height card will be printed and mailed from AKC to owners any more
· Preferred dogs must run in their measured height and may be moved up or down after measurement
· Owners can request a permanent card for dogs measuring over 22”

· The most recent measurement is used to determine the dog’s jump height for all subsequent trials and according to the above requirements for trials which have closed or are still open

· Dogs that were measured prior to 9-1-06 are still entitled to one challenge measurement

Overview for Dogs 2 years of age or older
· In general all dogs will require a minimum of 2 measurements
· An additional measurement will be needed if the dog has 2 measurements, each in a different height

· Dogs that are over 22” tall can be issued a card after a single measurement upon request of the owner

· If a dog does not have a permanent height card (white card issued by AKC) it must go on the “needs measuring list”

· Dogs can be checked off the “needs measuring list” if no VMO/Rep is present by showing one yellow form dated after 9-1-06
· Dogs that get 2 measurements that place them in the same height will be issued a permanent card

· Dogs that get 1 measurement in one height and a second measurement in a different height will need a third measurement to determine the dog’s final height.  The third measurement will be the one that will be used as the dog’s permanently assigned height as it will match one of the other jump heights and so will determine the dog’s final jump height and be considered the “challenge” measurement
· Preferred dogs must run in their measured height so must be moved up or down accordingly after measurement or upon presentation of yellow form(s)

· Regular class dogs may not be moved down in height but must be moved up if needed according to when the measurement was done and if it was the first measurement for that trial or cluster of trials
· Only the first official measurement is used to determine the dog’s jump height for a trial or cluster of trials

· The most recent measurement is used to determine the dog’s jump height for all subsequent trials and according to the above requirements for trials which have closed or are still open
· Dogs that were measured prior to 9-1-06 are still entitled to one challenge measurement
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